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Letterkenny Leitir Ceanainn - Gateway to the 21st Century
Letterkenny, the commercial centre
of Co. Donegal, is a modern vibrant
town with a rich cultural heritage.
As well as being County Donegal’s
largest town, Letterkenny is also the
largest town in the three Ulster
counties within the Republic of Ireland,
with a population last year of 19,588.
Nationally, the figures show an increase
in Ireland’s population density, with an
average of 67 people living on every
square kilometer – compared to 62 in
the previous census of 2006.
In 2002 under the auspices of the Irish Government’s National Spatial Strategy Letterkenny was designated
a Linked Gateway along with the City of Derry. Originally a market town serving a wide agricultural
hinterland, Letterkenny has evolved to become a modern centre for industry and enterprise.
The town has a long track record of adaptability. Expanding from a market town, it made use of its
location on the shores of Lough Swilly to become a thriving port during the 19th Century. In the
latter part of the 19th and early part of the 20th Century the railway age impacted on Letterkenny,
connecting it with outlying towns in North and West Donegal. Despite the closure of the railway
in the 1950’s, improving road communications ensured that Letterkenny stayed at the centre of the
economic development of Co. Donegal. Letterkenny provided a setting for new industries and service
sector enterprises when the traditional industries of agriculture and textiles declined. In essence,
Letterkenny has always been one step ahead and willing to embrace change.
Today in the 21st century, Letterkenny is a cosmopolitan centre with a multicultural population.
The town offers a modern setting for business for every level from the start-up entrepreneur to
established industries looking to re-locate. State of the art telecoms infrastructure such as Project
Kelvin connects Letterkenny to N. America, UK, mainland Europe and the wider world.
The local workforce are well educated, highly trained and flexible. The presence of Letterkenny
Institute of Technology in the town provides quality graduates and opportunities for further
development in partnership with industry.
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The ‘Work - Life balance’ is one of Letterkenny’s unique selling points and is very apparent.
Only minutes from the town are highland glens, spectacular beaches and rolling countryside.
Indeed the spectacular Glenveagh National Park is located nearby.
The two town parks, multi screen cinema and modern
leisure centre ensure that is plenty to do within the
town boundaries.
Letterkenny is the retail capital of Donegal and
provides a mix of independent shops and national
chains. Long established family businesses continue
to offer quality goods, produce, crafts and services. In
addition the High Street, shopping centres and retail
parks feature well known retail chains and multinationals.
There are a great variety of restaurants and there is a
thriving nightlife scene. The arts are well
catered for by An Grianan Theatre and the Regional
Cultural Centre. The annual Errigal Arts Festival is renowned throughout the world. The town’s library is a great resource for all the community as is the Donegal County Museum.
In addition Letterkenny General Hospital is a fully functioning medical care facility serving County
Donegal. Letterkenny also has a good selection of quality primary and secondary schools, as well
as third level education at the Letterkenny Institute of Technology.
In reality Letterkenny enjoys the best of both worlds. Whilst it retains the charm of a small town
it also posesses the infrastructure and services that many larger towns and cities would envy.

“The National Tidy Towns Competition acts as a catalyst to improve the quality
of life for everyone in Letterkenny. It gives the town a National and International
profile, thereby increasing tourism, industry and job creation along with generating
a feel good factor in the community.”
Jim McCormick, Chairman, Letterkenny Tidy Towns
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Letterkenny Leitir Ceanainn - Gateway to Enterprise
Throughout its history the town of Letterkenny has
been a place of trade and commerce. Modern
Letterkenny with Gateway status continues this trend.
The town is now a well established retail, service and
leisure centre for Donegal and the wider North
West region. In addition to the many long established
indigenous enterprises there are companies such as
Zeus and United Healthcare from overseas who have
chosen Letterkenny as their Irish and European hub.

Letterkenny: The Essential Data

Population:
19,588 Letterkenny
400,000 Letterkenny – Derry Linked Gateway Region
Major Cities - Distances & Travelling Times:
Derry 36km - 35 mins
Belfast 154km – 2hrs 15 mins
Dublin 239k - 3hrs 20 mins
Galway 250km – 3hrs 45 mins
Cork 494km – 6hrs
Airports - Distances & Travelling Times:
City of Derry Airport 47km – 45mins
Belfast International Airport 133km – 2 hrs
Belfast City Airport 156km – 2hrs 15 mins
Ireland West Airport Knock 165km – 2hrs 30 mins
Dublin Airport 230km – 3hrs 15 mins
Shannon Airport 322km – 4 hrs 45 mins
Harbours & Ports - Distances & Travelling Times:
Derry Port 40k – 35mins
Killybegs Harbour 76km – 1hr 15 mins
Belfast Harbour 151km – 2 hr 10 mins
Larne Harbour 159km - 2hr 20 mins
Dublin Port 239km – 3hr 20 mins
Dun Laoghaire 249km – 3 hr 45 mins
Rosslare Harbour 406km – 5hr 30 mins
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“Gartan Technologies specialise in administrative
software solutions. We are based in Letterkenny and the
town has proven to be an ideal location because it allows
us to tap into the pool of quality candidates in the area
to fill our software development and administrative
positions. It has also allowed us to develop strong,
meaningful and productive relationships with the
colleges in the Northwest.”
Malachi Eastwood, Managing Director,
Gartan Technologies
www.gartantech.com
Award Winning Gartan - awarded ISO 9001
for their Products and User Support Service.

“The mission of Pramerica Systems Ireland is to develop
and maintain the software systems, tools and support
processes that our parent company Prudential uses to sell,
deliver and support its financial services products.
County Donegal has given Pramerica Systems a pool of
highly skilled technologists and customer support
professionals who have a positive work attitude and
impressive levels of productivity and proficiency.
Our Pramerica staff consistently demonstrate a strong
Pramerica Systems
willingness and capability to learn about our complex
businesses and products. Prudential is delighted with the contribution that our Letterkenny based
subsidiary has made to help our business continue to grow and develop”.
Henry McGarvey, Managing Director, Pramerica www.pramerica.ie
“LYIT will continue to focus on delivering quality education
to meet changes in the marketplace and to maintain our
close relationships with many partners in industry, other
third level institutions and the community”
Paul Hannigan, President LYIT www.lyit.ie

Letterkenny Institute of Technology
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Letterkenny Leitir Ceanainn - Gateway to Enterprise
Cross Border Region

Letterkenny is partnered with Derry as a joint Gateway under the National Spatial Strategy.
This cross border partnership opens up a region with a population of approximately 400,000 people.
The North West Partnership Board has been established as a cross border platform to promote and
facilitate economic, social and cultural development.

Travel & Transport

Letterkenny is well served by four airports (Donegal Airport, City of Derry Airport, Belfast
International Airport and Belfast City Airport) all of which are easily accessible from Letterkenny.
The commercial sea ports of Killybegs and Derry are both within easy reach of Letterkenny as are
the Irish Sea ferry ports of Larne and Belfast. Regular coach services link Letterkenny to Dublin
(nine departures every day). There are also coach services to Derry, Belfast, Galway and Glasgow.

Technology

Letterkenny has benefitted from significant investment in its Metropolitan Area Network (MAN).
As part of the recently completed Project Kelvin, Letterkenny is now connected via high speed fiber
optic links to North America and Europe.

Education & Training

Letterkenny Institute of Technology (LYIT) is at the forefront of third level education provision in
Donegal and North West Ireland. LYIT also delivers specialised tourism and renewable energy
training from its Killybegs Campus. LYIT has forged close links on a cross border basis with University
of Ulster in Derry. The North West Clinical Academy established at Letterkenny General Hospital is
a training centre for full time medical students and researchers under the auspices of NUI Galway.
In Gweedore, just 45km from Letterkenny, NUI Galway has established an outreach campus which
delivers a range of programmes though the medium of Irish.

Donegal Diaspora Project

Donegal County Council is developing this project to engage directly with people who have a connection
with or interest in Donegal wherever in the world they live. This project is exploring opportunities for
mutual benefit and is looking at areas such as tourism, culture, investment and economic development.

Tourism Hub

Letterkenny has developed a strong performing tourism sector comprising hotels and a range of
visitor facilities. Letterkenny is centrally located in relation to County Donegal’s iconic natural
wonders such as Glenveagh National Park, Malin Head which is Ireland’s most Northerly point,
the highest sea cliffs in Europe at Sliabh Liag, the Donegal Gaeltacht, the historic city of Derry
and the Causeway Coast a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Further Information:

Donegal County Council: +353 (0)74 917222 info@donegalcoco.ie www.donegalcoco.ie
Letterkenny Town Council: +353 (0)749194222 info@letterkenny.ie www.letterkenny.ie
Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce: +353 (0)749124866 info@letterkennychamber.com www.letterkennychamber.com
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